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St. Joseph’s Journal
A Jubilee Celebration

50 Years of Dedication to the Elderly
most likely be found visiting our Residents or praying in the
chapel. With a deep devotion to St. Joseph and a direct line to
him, she witnesses many miracles at St. Joseph’s Home. It is
common knowledge that every morning, the kitchen routine
begins with prayer and a hymn of praise.
The jubilee celebration began with a Friday
evening prayer vigil. With emphasis on the
gift of faith as exemplified by St. Patrick,
patron of Ireland, this service focused on
religious life and the impact faith has
had on Sr. Mary Timothy’s vocation.
The following day the Mass was
a joyous celebration. The liturgy and
song, accompanied by instrumental music,
was the perfect beginning for the festivities
that would follow. After a delicious dinner
prepared by our dietary staff, Residents, staff
and volunteers presented entertainment that
included a reenactment by the kitchen employees of an
unusual day in the kitchen with Sr. Mary Timothy. Humor
and a lively exchange of banter brought laughter and
excitement to the overflowing crowd in attendance. Before
the conclusion of the afternoon, an unexpected guest (a
life-size leprechaun) suddenly appeared with an endearing
blessing that exemplified Sr. Mary Timothy’s life as a Little
Sister of the Poor.
“Irish Hospitality means offering every guest the
same welcome you would offer Christ himself. Open heart and
hearth in the spirit of hospitality. A hundred thousand welcomes
are none too many for the wayfarer at the door.”

On Saturday June, 25, 2011, Fr. James Delaney, C.S.Sp.
presided over a Mass of Thanksgiving for the Golden Jubilee
of Sr. Mary Timothy de St. Jean Baptise. Surrounded by her
Little Sisters, family (many of whom traveled from Ireland
and Boston), Residents and friends, Sr. Mary Timothy
renewed her profession which she made for the
first time on October 17, 1961, and promised
God to observe faithfully the vows of
Chastity, Poverty, Obedience and Hospitality.
Born near the sea at the bottom
of the mountain in the beautiful Dingle
Peninsula in County Kerry, Ireland, Sr.
Mary Timothy was the fourth of eight
children of Timothy & Mary Flaherty.
Gaelic was her spoken language.
All of her life, Sister wa s drawn to
a religious vocation. At the age of twenty,
Sister emigrated to the United States. Through the
guidance of her parish priest, she was introduced to the Little
Sisters of the Poor in Somerville, MA. Having considered a
vocation to religious life, this encounter led to an awareness
of God’s call to serve Him as a Little Sister of the Poor.
Not many people can resist Sr. Mary Timothy’s
lively Irish brogue and kind heart. We have been blessed
with Sister’s wisdom and examples of deep faith. She has a
special talent of culinary skills and has directed the kitchen at
St. Joseph’s Home for the last 20 years. Her homemade Irish
scones and breads are famous and were recently featured
online on the Chicagonow.com website
When Sr. Mary Timothy isn’t in the kitchen, she will

Mother Marguerite, Sr. Mary Timothy, Fr. Delaney,
Mother Provincial Maria Christine

Sr. Mary Timothy surrounded by her family
1

St. Jeanne Jugan

Happy Feast Day - August 30th
Our Mother Foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan is the inspiration and role model of living out the vow of hospitality for every Little Sister
of the Poor. But St. Jeanne Jugan’s spirit transcends beyond the Little Sisters to touch the hearts and souls of our Residents. Her
Spirit surpasses race, age, gender and religious affiliation. Each of our Residents has been consciously or unconsciously affected
by her. In preparation for the celebration of her feast day, we asked some of our Residents to share their reflections of what
St. Jeanne Jugan means to them.
“I know St. Jeanne Jugan is taking care of me. I pray to her three times a day. A while ago, I
had terrible nosebleeds for six weeks. I was in the hospital several times and had to have two
blood transfusions. The doctors couldn’t figure out what was causing it. One night when it was
starting again, Sister brought done the relic of St. Jeanne Jugan and placed it on my face. The
bleeding stopped!” Rose Nelson

“I’m not Catholic and I don’t have a deep belief in saints. But, St. Jeanne Jugan is very special.
Every night before I go to bed, I stop by the picture of St. Jeanne Jugan to tell her good night. I have
asked her for many favors and she has always answered them. I have been here for three years and
am very happy. It is such a peaceful place. Thanks be to God for the Little Sisters of the Poor!”
Willa Turner
“I have been here for nine years and everyone is so welcoming. My Jewish faith makes no
difference to anyone here. I was honored to be chosen to welcome Mother General Celine when
she visited St. Joseph’s Home. Having portrayed Jeanne Jugan at Mother Marguerite’s Jubilee
Celebration last year was also a great honor. I can see Jeanne Jugan through the Little Sisters
and the care they give to us. They approach each Resident with the same loving care no matter
how great or how little our needs.” Rose Saret

“If you want to know Jeanne Jugan, look at the Little Sisters. The charism doesn’t belong
to them, it belongs to the church. So when she was named a saint, she didn’t become a
saint for the Little Sisters alone, but for the entire church, so that we might learn from
her wisdom and vision that Christ is beautiful in the aged sick and the aged poor.”
Fr. Robert Joseph Switanowski, OFM Conv.

Wish List
Can you help us with a donation for these much needed items?
A Commercial Washing Machine and 3 Commercial Dryers
A New Sprinkler System for our Elevators and Chapel
A New Refrigeration System for one of our Kitchen Coolers (46 years old)
Send a donation in the enclosed envelope or click on

on our website www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org
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Congratulations Sr. Diane

“Nothing is more practical than finding God, that is, than falling in Love in a quite
absolute final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will effect
everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with
your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks
your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and
it will decide everything. Pedro Arrupe, SJ. Those are the words of inspiration that
Sr. Diane Thérèse of the Cross chose for her
Silver Jubilee reflection.
Sr. Diane’s love for the elderly is readily apparent. Her bubbly personality and
contagious laughter fills St. Joseph’s Home with much happiness. As Director of Nursing, Sister’s joyfulness brings the spirit of Jeanne Jugan to our elderly Residents who are
in need. Additionally, as the Facilitator for the Association Jeanne Jugan and Vocation
Coordinator, she brings that same spirit to the people who aspire to serve those in need.
On Wednesday July 27th, we came together to celebrate Sr. Diane’s 25 years as a
Little Sister of the Poor. Bishop Barry C. Knestout presided over the Eucharistic liturgy,
as Sister’s family from Arizona and many friends joined in prayers of Thanksgiving for Sr.
Diane’s Silver Jubilee. The Mass was followed by a luncheon, with special entertainment
provided by the nursing staff, our Residents and members of the Association Jeanne Jugan.

Fiore Nurseries & St. Thomas of Villanova Parish
Our “Garden” Angels

Our Residents and their families and friends often venture outside
to enjoy our beautiful grounds. It’s a great opportunity for fresh air, exercise,
companionship and quiet prayer in the sitting areas around our property. Despite
our best efforts, the hard Midwestern weather takes its toll on the landscaping.
Last fall we were very blessed to receive a large donation of plants and shrubs from
Charles J. Fiore Nurseries. Delighted, we safely positioned our potted plants for a long winter’s
nap, until the spring planting season. As the winter months passed and the spring weather
slowly crept in, we had no idea how we would get the hundreds of plants and shrubs properly
placed and planted on our grounds. But, as we do with all of our needs, we asked St. Joseph
for help.
St. Joseph went straight to work. As a part of their 50 year anniversary
celebration, St. Thomas of Villanova parishioners decided to seek out service projects.
They wanted to express their gratitude to God by using their talents through volunteer
projects in our area. Since we are neighbors, the parishioners quickly considered our
Home as a possible site to pursue a project. A phone call in which parishioners Marin
Finnegan, Deacon Mark Duffey and his wife Ann, explained their initiatives and
desire to volunteer for St. Joseph’s Home, led to a meeting with the Little Sisters.
The discussion evolved into the
possibility of the parishioners of St.
Thomas of Villanova taking on the huge project of planting all of our donated bushes and
shrubs.
Not only did St. Joseph provide the help, he also provided a landscape
specialist who is part of their parish family. Good weather interspersed with
soaking rains have helped these newly planted flowers and shrubs thrive.
Happily, as our Residents enjoy the summer weather, the new plants and flowers paint
brilliant colors across the grounds. God bless the parishioners of St. Thomas of Villanova.
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Upcoming Events
St. Joseph’s Home
for the Elderly
80 West Northwest Hwy.
Palatine, IL 60067-3582
Tel (847) 358-5700

Swing and a Prayer Golf Outing
Monday, September 12, 2011
Makray Golf Club, Barrington, IL

Registration and sponsorships available at
www.golfdigestplanner.com/17927-LSP or call 847-358-5700 for more information
The Little Sisters of the
Poor do not discriminate
on the basis of race,
national origin, religion, age or gender.
The Little Sisters of
the Poor do not share
or sell donor information. Our mailing
list is strictly
private and confidential.

Ten Week Club
$5000 Grand Prize

Ten chances to win.
Nine $500 weekly drawings
$5000 Grand Prize
drawn at the Auxiliary Bazaar.

St. Joseph’s Auxiliary Bazaar
Saturday, November 5th, 9 am - 4 pm

1st drawing September 3rd
Tickets Enclosed

• Bake Shop • Floral Creations
• Jewelry.• Holiday Crafts
• Raffle Gift Baskets • Country Store
•Children’s Grab Bag • Lunch in the Bistro

Save the Date
Amazing Grace Gala

Sunday, March 5, 2012, 4PM
Special Guest Speaker

Mr. Patrick McCaskey

Chicago Bears Board of Directors
Senior Director of Special Projects
Chairman of Sports Faith International
Stonegate Conference Center, Hoffman Estates, IL

See our upcoming events by clicking on

News and Events
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on our website - www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org.

