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Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
Dear Friends,

  
 As the year of 2011 draws to a close we reflect with joyful anticipation on the meaning of the 
Christmas season. Indeed, our hearts are filled with wonder and gratitude. We wonder at the depth 
of God’s love in sending His Son Jesus to earth as a tiny child. We are grateful for His great love and 
goodness. In this spirit it is our joy to extend to you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

 This past year has been a blessed one for us. Four of our Residents attained 100 years this year, 
and each one celebrated their centenary birthday with our family of Little Sisters, Residents, employees 
and volunteers. Our centenarians had the joy of celebrating with their families as well.  

  Five of our Little Sisters celebrated milestones this year as well. We are honored to have among 
us one platinum jubilarian (70 years of consecrated life), one diamond jubilarian (60 years), one golden 
jubilarian (50 years) and two Little Sisters who celebrated their silver jubilee (25 years) this year. All of 
these celebrations have been marked by the joyful atmosphere bequeathed to us by our Foundress, Saint 
Jeanne Jugan. With her, we can say “Blessed be God,... Glory be to God”.

 We Little Sisters of the Poor, recognize the economic hardships that have continued for many 
families this year. We also struggled with the poor economy and worked tirelessly to provide for our 
elderly Residents. Thanks to your generosity and sacrifices you have shared with us and enabled us to 
continue our mission of humble service. We have confidence that God will continue to provide for us, and 
we count on your generosity to remember our many needs. Your donation, no matter how small, will be a 
welcome gift.

 In the spirit of Christmas joy, we assure 
you and your loved ones a remembrance in our 
daily prayers. May the coming year find your heart 
deeply rejoicing in the glory of Christ’s birth and the 
knowledge that God is working in your life and the 
lives of those you cherish.

 
With prayerful gratitude,
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A Vocation Story  
by Judy and Brian Moore

Fifteen years ago our daughter, Christy, 
walked around the grounds of  St. Joseph’s 
Home with Sr. Mary Timothy praying the 
rosary for vocations. On August 28, 2011 
in La Tour, France, those prayers were 
answered as Sr. Mary Christine of  the 
Cross professed perpetual vows as a 
Little Sister of  the Poor.  

Christy was thirteen when she 
reluctantly joined a friend to volunteer at 
St. Joseph’s Home. This was part of  the 
fulfillment of  required service hours for 
school. She instantly fell in love with the 
Little Sisters and their mission to serve the 
elderly poor.
     Even before she began high 
school, Christy knew that the Lord was 
calling her to a vocation with the Little 
Sisters. She chose to study French, because she knew the 
Little Sisters studied in France during their formation. She 
longed to enter the Little Sisters immediately after high 
school, but we thought it would be better for her to continue 
her education so that she could be more useful to the Little 
Sisters. Christy obtained her RN in two years, even though 
many college advisors recommended an easier schedule. She 
was determined to join the Little Sisters as soon as possible. 

Filled with joy, we, along with her grandparents and 
brother Patrick, traveled to the Little Sister’s Motherhouse 
in La Tour France for Sr. Mary Christine’s final vows. It 
was a beautiful Mass with angelic singing.  His Excellency, 
Monsignor Jean-Paul Battu, Auxiliary Bishop of  Lyons, 
France presided over the ceremony which was, of  course, in 
French. But to our amazement, the first reading was done 
by our daughter in English.  She looked nervous but read 
flawlessly about God calling Samuel. Kneeling in front of  

Mother General, the Sisters recited their perpetual 
vows, which were written on parchment paper 

and then placed on the altar.
   At the end of  the vows, Bishop 
Battu gave the sign of  peace to Mother 
General. Two newly professed Sisters 
received the sign of  peace from her 
and passed it to their Sisters, as a sign 
of  the fraternal communion uniting 
them henceforth in the life of  the 
Congregation. After communion, the 

newly professed Little Sisters embraced 
Mother General, her Council, and the 

Sisters responsible for formation, while a 
hymn of  thanksgiving was sung.  

 After  Mass we entered a large hall where 
Mother General announced the obediences 
(assignments) of  the newly professed Sisters. 

We were happy to learn that our daughter was returning to 
the US in Latham, NY. After multiple pictures and socializing 
we enjoyed a private dinner with Sr. Mary Christine.
 We spent three wonderful days with our daughter. 
As Association Jeanne Jugan members, we especially 
enjoyed following the footsteps of  St. Jeanne Jugan by 
visiting her birthplace and the first homes of  the Little Sisters 
of  the Poor across the Brittany region in France. What made 
this time especially meaningful was to be at La Tour on the 
feast day of  St Jeanne Jugan and participate in a special 
celebratory Mass.    
      As a parent we all worry about the well being of  
our children. The most important thing is for them to live 
happy meaningful lives that will lead them to God. Can you 
imagine a better life for your child  than to know the fulfilling, 
dedicated and joyful life of  the Little Sisters of  the Poor? We 
couldn’t be happier for our daughter.

Sr. Mary Christine, along with the other  
Little  Sisters professes perpetual vows.

( from l to r) Grandparents, Pat and Wally Gruszka 
Sisters’s father Brian Moore, His Excellency, Monsignor 

Jean-Paul Battu, Auxiliary Bishop of Lyons, France, Sr. Mary 
Christine, Sister’s brother Patrick  and mother Judy Moore  

Sr. Mary Christine of  the Cross



Send a donation in the enclosed envelope or click on on our website www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org

Sr. Thérèse Marie de la Croix 
Silver Jubilee

        St. Joseph’s October calendar included 
another jubilee. This time it was the turn of  Sister 
Thérèse Marie de la Croix, who celebrated twenty-
five years of  religious life on Saturday, October 22, 
2011. Sister had chosen the month of  October for 
her silver jubilee because several liturgical feasts 
celebrated during this month have special meaning to 
her—the Holy Rosary, St. Thérèse of  Lisieux, Blessed 
John Paul II and the birthday of  St. Jeanne Jugan. 
 Along with members of  her family, priest-
friends from her native Minnesota joined us for the 
festivities. These included the Most Reverend Harry J. 
Flynn, Archbishop Emeritus of  St. Paul & Minneapolis, 
Rev. Jerry Dvorak, and Rev. James Stromberg.

 The celebration began Friday afternoon with 
a moving Living Rosary performed by Residents, 
volunteers and staff. Each of  the joyful mysteries was 
brought to life with quiet expression as Residents 
took turns leading the prayers of  the rosary. We felt 
as if  we were really there when Mary uttered her 
“yes” to the angel, when Elizabeth recognized the 
unborn Savior in Mary’s womb, when Jesus was 
born in a stable and then presented in the Temple, 
and when, a few years later, He was lost and then 
found again, busy in the Temple doing His Father’s 
work. The blending of  prayer and drama was a 
perfect prelude to the next day’s activities.

 Archbishop Flynn was the main celebrant 
and homilist for Saturday’s jubilee Mass, during 
which Sister Thérèse Marie renewed her vows of  
chastity, poverty, obedience and hospitality. After 
Mass and dinner, it was time for the performance 
of  Two Extraordinary Saints, which compared the 
lives of  St. Thérèse of  Lisieux and the Little Sisters’ 
foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan. The program traced their 
personal calls, their common spirit of  littleness and 
their spiritual legacies. Music for the performance 
was provided by the Residents’ Choir.
 Expressing her gratitude for twenty-five years 
of  consecrated life, Sister Thérèse Marie also voiced 
a wish for the future: “May He who has done great 
things for us sustain our Congregation and grant 
many young women the grace to serve the elderly in 
the vocation of  a Little Sister of  the Poor.” 

Back row center Archbishop Harry Flynn and Sr. 
Thérèse, Sister’ cousins,  from left, Mike and Lorrie 

Aldens, Logan and Debbie Hartfield   

Employees Martha Leonar and Jose Quiroz

Betty Harte, Sr. Thérèse Marie 
and JoAnn Sergott



See our upcoming  events by clicking on  
News and Events  on our website 

 www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org.

Resident Fest: an Oktober Tradition
 It’s a beautiful fall day. The sound of  polka music and the sight of  
balloons are filling the halls of  St. Joseph’s Home.  Everyone is in a 
celebratory mood.  It is our Resident Feast Day, or “Fest” Day!  Oktoberfest 
was the theme of  our day-long celebration.  We were honored to have 
Residents, staff  and Little Sisters from St. Mary’s Home in Chicago join us. 
The morning began with a few refreshments, a tour of  our Home, followed 
by the celebration of  Mass. After 
the Liturgy the Residents headed 
toward music emanating from 
the auditorium, and the smell of  
bratwurst, sauerkraut, and pumpkin 
pie. The Kitchen Klangers, an 
18-piece band, provided the music 
enticing everyone to dance, tap, clap 

or simply play a washboard!   Once the Band finished, our Residents 
and Guests from St. Mary’s Home were invited to our “Game Room.” 
There were several choices of  games, but most preferred to play Bunco 
for prizes! Friendships were formed and our good-byes were bitter sweet, 
but we hope to see the Residents of  St. Mary’s Home in the near future.
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 This Christmas season offers a special giving  
opportunity for anyone 70½ years or older to make a 
Charitable gift to the Little Sisters from their Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA). Until the end of  the year, a gift 
of  up to $100,000 will be excluded from your taxable income.  
 Here are the specifics; the compromise tax bill (“Tax 
Relief, Unemployment Insurance Authorization, and Job 
Creation Act of  2010”) provides an extension until December 
31, 2011, for a provision known as the “Charitable IRA 
Rollover”. This allows taxpayers age 70½ or older to make 
tax-free transfers (of  up to $100,000) directly from their IRA 
to charities.
 This bill allows you to make distributions directly to 
one or more charities from your traditional or Roth IRA, as 
long as you are at least 70 ½ years old when you transfer the 
gifts. Such gifts can be made without increasing your taxable 
income or withholding. Additionally, funds transferred from 
your IRA to a charity will NOT subject your Social Security 
income to higher tax levels, and will count toward your 
minimum required distribution. 
 This information is not intended to be legal or tax 
advice. If  you are interested in donating a gift to us in this way, 
we urge you to seek the advice of  a competent professional.  
 What better time than at Christmas to share in the 
joy that the Little Sisters share with all those around them, 
the love of  Jesus Christ.

Special Giving Opportunity

Amazing Grace Gala
Sunday, March 4, 2012, 4 PM

Special Guest Speaker
Mr. Patrick McCaskey
Chicago Bears Board of Directors     
Senior Director of Special Projects 

Chairman of Sports Faith International 

Stonegate Conference Center, Hoffman Estates, IL

Save the Date




