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	 “John	Paul	 II	 is	 Blessed!”	With	 those	
words	on	May	1,	2011,	in	front	of 	1.5	million	
present	 in	 Rome	 and	 hundreds	 of 	 millions	
watching	on	TV,	Pope	Benedict	XVI	beatified	
our	beloved	Pope	John	Paul	II.	Pope	John	Paul	
who	 had	 travelled	 extensively,	 gave	 us	 all	 the	
opportunity	 to	 witness	 his	 charismatic	 gifts	
and	 the	holiness	of 	his	 life.	 	Now,	each	of 	us	
rejoices	 as	we	praise	God	and	 thank	Him	 for	
the	gift	of 	Pope	John	Paul	II.	On	the	occasion	
of 	his	beatification,	we	pause	and	reflect	upon	
the	 effect	 he	 has	 had	
on	 us	 individually,	
as	 a	 church	 and	 as	 a	
world.		
	 For	 those	
who	 have	 had	 the	
opportunity	 to	
personally	 encounter	
Our	 Holy	 Father,	
the	 memory	 will	
continue	 to	 linger	 as	
a	 specific	moment	 of 	
grace.	 Bishop	 Andrew	
McDonald,	Chaplain	of 	
St.	Joseph’s	Home	recalls:	“Beyond	a	shadow	
of 	a	doubt,	John	Paul	II	was	a	gift	from	God.		
He	traveled	into	every	part	of 	the	world	carrying	
his	message	of 	hope,	comfort	and	consolation	
to	the	lives	of 	those	whose	bodies	were	broken	
and	whose	 souls	 were	 desperate	 for	 love	 and	
understanding.	 He	 visited	 the	 poorest	 of 	 the	
poor	and	the	most	powerful	leaders	of 	nations,	
offering	 peace	 and	 reconciliation.	 I	 visited	
him	 towards	 the	 end	 of 	 his	 life.	 	 Advanced	
Parkinson’s	 disease	had	 taken	 its	 toll	 on	him.	
Yet,	 he	 sat	 with	 dignity,	 with	 courage,	 and	
determination	as	he	continued	to	be	a	faithful	
shepherd	until	the	end.”	
	 Resident	 Noel	 Naughton	 explained:	
“For	 me,	 John	 Paul	 II’s	 promotion	 	 of 	 	 St.	
Faustina’s	 message	 of 	 the	 Divine	 Mercy	

Devotion		was	the	greatest	gift	that	he	gave	to	
us.	Jesus	wanted	His	message	of 	Divine	Mercy	
proclaimed	 across	 the	 world.	 Our	 Lord	 used	
John	 Paul	 II	 through	 the	 intercession	 of 	 our	
Blessed	Mother	to	accomplish	this.”
	 Mother	 Marguerite	 remembers	 Our	
Holy	 Father’s	 visit	 to	 Chicago	 in	 1979.	 	 She	
recalls	being	present	when	the	Pope	visited	Holy	
Name	Cathedral.	“The	Cathedral	was	filled	with	
religious	Priests,	 Sisters	 and	Brothers,	waiting	
to	 greet	 their	 shepherd.	 	 The	 huge	 cathedral	

doors	opened,	John	Paul	
II	 appeared,	 and	 the	
sounds	that	erupted	were	
tangible	signs	of 	the	joy	
that	 poured	 forth	 from	
the	 hearts	 of 	 all	 those	
who	 filled	 the	 sacred	
space	 of 	 Holy	 Name	
Cathedral.	 	 Vested	 in	 a	
long	 white	 coat	 which	
seemed	 to	 enhance	 the	
radiance	 of 	 his	 smile,	

he	 spontaneously	 opened	
wide	his	arms	in	greeting.	

At	 that	moment	 the	music	 and	 song	virtually	
exploded	as	all	eyes	focused	on	our	Pope,	as	he	
energetically	progressed	towards	the	sanctuary	
of 	 the	 cathedral.	 	 An	 unforgettable	 aura	 of 	
elation	permeated	the	cathedral	as	time	seemed	
to	 stand	 still	with	 the	 emotion	 and	 beauty	 of 	
this	unique	encounter	with	our	recently	elected	
Pope	John	Paul	II.”		
		 As	 we	 reflect	 on	 the	 beatification	 of 	
Pope	John	Paul	II,	we	are	happy	to	recognize	
that	 he	was	 a	 dear	 friend	 of 	 the	 elderly.	 	On	
May	1st,	as	if 	to	affirm	that	friendship,	we	were	
given	a	gift	of 	a	second	class	relic	of 	Our	Holy	
Father.		We	continue	to	thank	God	for	the	gift	
of 	his	life	and	pray	that	he	will	strengthen	all	of 	
us	in	our	life	of 	faith	and	service	to	one	another.	
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Blessed John Paul II 
Heaven and Earth Rejoice!

Bishop Andrew McDonald and John Lynch 
reminisce about John Paul II’s Visit to Chicago
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Behind	each	face	is	a	story,	some	will	be	
told	and	some	will	be	known	only	to	our	Lord.	
This	 is	a	 story	about	a	very	brave	woman	
by	 the	 name	 of 	 Wilmer	 Marie	 Joseph.		
We	greet	her	each	day	in	the	halls	of 	St.	
Joseph’s	 Home,	 but	 few	 know	 of 	 her	
tremendous	 courage	 and	 the	 journey	
that	led	her	to	our	Home.	
	 At	 82	 years	 of 	 age,	 Wilmer	
Joseph	was	one	of 	the	several	residents	
left	 on	 their	 own	 in	 	 a	 New	 Orleans	
nursing	facility	that	had	been	abandoned	
during	Hurricane	Katrina.		After	six	days,	
three	 without	 any	 power,	 food	 or	 water,	
the	Coast	Guard	 finally	 arrived	 to	 help	 them.	
Wilmer	 and	 the	 other	 residents	were	 taken	 by	 boat	
to	 a	 nearby	 highway	 overpass.	 	 	Waiting	 for	 three	 more	
days	with	out	food	or	water	in	the	hot	humid	weather,	they	
were	finally	told	that	they	had	to	make	it	to	the	Convention	
Center	(3.5	miles	away)	on	their	own.
	 	“I	just	prayed	the	Lord	would	help	me	make	it	to	
the	Convention	Center.”		Despite		weakness	and	pain	from	
prior	illnesses,	Wilmer	was	determined	to	make	the	journey.		
Using	her	walker	she	traveled	those	3.5	miles	in	the	intense	

heat.	Armed	with	 determination,	 and	much	 faith,	
she	completed	her	journey	in	about	two	days.
	 	 When	 Wilmer’s	 nephew	 Leon	 Johnson,	
learned	 of 	 her	 circumstances,	 he	 made	
immediate	 arrangements	 for	 her	
to	 come	 to	 St.	 Joseph’s	 Home	 in	
Palatine.	 	 Leon	 and	 his	 wife	 Sandy	
live	 nearby	 in	 Elk	 Grove	 Village	 and	
are	 frequent	 visitors	 and	 volunteers	
at	St.	Joseph’s	Home.		 	 					
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Today,	 six	 years	 after	 her	 perilous	
journey,	 Wilmer	 is	 a	 vibrant	 member	 of 	
the	St.	Joseph’s	Home	Family.	She	gratefully	

exclaims,	“The	Sisters	and	staff 	are	so	caring,	it	
just	makes	me	want	to	cry.”	She	is	careful	to	return	

the	kindness,	greeting	everyone	she	encounters	with	a	
smile	and	hello.	Her	life	is	full.		“I	have	attended	Mass	in	the	
chapel	every	day	since	I	arrived	here,	praying	and	thanking	
the	Lord!”	Bingo		is	one	of 	Wilmer’s	favorite	activities.		“I	
take	my	winnings	 	 to	Walmart	(another	favorite	stop)	and	
shop.	And,	 I have	 plenty	 of 	wonderful	 friends”,	 she	 said	
smiling	and	pointing	to	a	table	in	her	room	overflowing	with	
gifts	of 	Easter	candy.

A Tale of Courage

Amazing Grace Gala
It	was	truly	an	“Amazing	Grace”	thanks	to	all	of 	our	wonderful	friends	who	supported	us.		
Annually,	this	is	our	largest	fundraiser	and	we	depend	upon	the	money	raised	to	help	us	

	pay	our	operating	expenses.	It	was	another	great	success	thanks	to	you!	

Peggy McCotter, Brad and Kristen Foley  
and Gage McCotter

Irena and  Wladyslaw  Malysa,  
George and Kasia Loeber, and Ginger Hamilton

The Little Sisters and Residents pray every day for our friends who help us. Go to our  website  
www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org and click on  to send us your intentions.

The Little Sisters and Residents pray every day for our friends who help us. Go to our  website  
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“Do Everything Through Love”
- Saint Jeanne Jugan

Congratulations to the 2011 St. Joseph Auxiliary Board. 
 (from l to r) Purita Romasanta-Volunteer Services Secretary,    

Mary Ronayne-Volunteer Coordinator,  Pat LoSasso-Corresponding 
Secretary, Kathy McCraren - Treasurer, Pam Akins-Vice President,   

Eleanor Funk-President and  
Jeaneatte Normandt-Recording Secretary (not pictured). 

 Edith Rhode  Mother Marguerite and 
Eva Kicanas (above),  Betty Hart (below).

Mother’s Day Tea

With my Easter Bonnet...

	 May	is	the	month	dedicated	to	Our	Lady.		How	appropriate	that	we	honored	our	
“ladies”	at	St.	Joseph’s	Home	with	a	Mother’s	Day	Tea.		Grandmothers,	mothers,	daughters,	
aunts,	 nieces	 and	 friends	 gathered	 to	 pay	 tribute	 to	 those	 beautiful	 women	 who	 have	
touched	their	lives.		A	flowered	arch	framed	the	entrance	of 	the	dining	room.			Each	table	
was	carefully	set	with	china	and	an	eclectic	collection	of 	teapots	and	dainty	tea	cups.	The	
Inverness	Garden	Club	graciously	helped	our	ladies	make	spring	flower	arrangements	for	

their	 room	 doors	 and	 centerpieces	 for	 each	 table.		
Delicious	 sweet	 treats	 and	 an	 assortment	 of 	 teas	
were	 served	 by	 the	 Palatine	 Women’s	 Club,	 who	
also	provided	wrist	corsages	of 	each	of 	our	ladies.	
“The	April	showers	were	rough	this	year,	but	it	was	
worth	the	wait	for	these	beautiful	May	flowers	-	even	
if 	they	are	inside”,	commented	Resident	Betty	Pfad.

					The	Easter	Parade	was	in	full	swing	as	the	Ladies	of 	St.	Joseph	Home	
modeled	their	original	Easter	Bonnets.	The	St.	Joseph’s	Auxiliary	helped	
each	participant	design	and	make	their	beautiful	hats.		Each	bonnet	was	
individualized	 and	 carefully	 created	 to	 represent	 the	 Resident.	 	 New	
Orleans	 Belle,	 Betty	 Hart,	 	 designed	 her	 hat	 in	 a	 southern	 style	 that	
perfectly	matched	her	purple	outfit.	Edith	Rhode	designed	her	hat	filled	
with	spring	flowers.		After	the	long	winter	she	was	glad	to	showcase	the	
beautiful	May	flowers.		Also	shown	is	Eva	Kicanas	who	had	chosen	an	
exquisite	pink	theme	for	her	designer	bonnet.

Betty Pfad with goddaughter, 
Kathie Niesen (above).   

The Inverness Garden Club (right) 
help Residents’ Alma Goekel 

(lower right) and Willa Turner 
(upper middle), design their 

 door arrangements.  

See more of  the events at our Home, by 
visiting the Blog  on our website 

www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org.



As Little Sisters of the 
Poor, we care for the 
needy elderly in the 
spirit of humble  
service that we have 
received from Jeanne 
Jugan. We welcome  
the elderly as we  
would Jesus Christ 
himself and serve  
them with love and 
respect until death.

The Little Sisters of the 
Poor do not discriminate 
on the basis of race, 
national origin, religion, 
age or gender.
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The Little Sisters of the 
Poor do not share or sell 
donor information. Our 
mailing list is strictly 
private and confidential.

Sixth	Annual

Swing and a Prayer Golf  Outing
Monday,	September	12,	2011

Makray	Golf 	Club,	Barrington,	IL

Register	now	at	
www.golfdigestplanner.com/17927-LSP

The Little Sisters of  the Poor  

Save the 

Date

Raising the Roof 
	 It’s	hard	to	believe	that	St.	Joseph’s	Home	
opened	 more	 than	 forty	 years	 ago.	 	 Just	 as	 in	
your	own	home,	we	too	must	endure	upkeep	and	
maintenance	 projects	 on	 our	 Home.	 Currently	
on	 a	 larger	 scale	 we	 continue	 to	 replace	 the	
entire	 roof 	 of 	 our	 building.	 	 This	 replacement	
has	 proven	 to	 be	 our	 most	 pressing	 need.			
	 This	 past	 year,	 the	 heavy	 rains	 coupled	
with	 record	 breaking	 snow	 fall	 has	 slowed	 our	
progress.	 Little	 by	 little,	 with	 the	 help	 of 	 St.	
Joseph	 and	 the	 generosity	 of 	 our	 friends,	 the	
roof 	 replacement	 project	 continues	 to	 move	
ahead.	 This	 seemingly	 never-ending	 project	 is	
on	year	number	two.	 	 	Just	 like	the	child	who	shouts	the	loudest,	
the	 roof 	 area	 that	 needs	 it	 the	 most	 has	 been	 replaced.	 Last	
fall	 during	 a	 storm,	 the	 roof 	 above	 the	 convent	 and	 third	 floor	
apartments	 began	 to	 leak.	 	 Thankfully,	most	 of 	 the	 damage	was	
in	 the	 convent,	 sparing	 our	 	 Resident’s	 rooms	 and	 service	 area..	
	 Our	 flat	 commercial	 roof 	 requires	 more	 attention	 than	
a	 regular	 roof 	 on	 a	 house.	 In	 addition	 to	 removing	 the	 old	 roof,	
the	 	 underlying	 concrete	 (about	 a	 foot	 deep)	 has	 to	 be	 removed	
and	 replaced.	 	 We	 also	 have	 vital	 heating	 and	 air	 conditioning	
equipment,	 vents,	 fans	 and	 piping	mounted	 on	 the	 roof 	 that	 has	
to	 be	 carefully	 protected	 or	 replaced	 during	 this	 roofing	 project.	
	 Two	 thirds	 of 	 the	 roof 	 is	 finished,	 and	 one	 half 	 is	 paid	
for.	 	 The	 	 total	 cost	 of 	 $1.2	 million	 is	 daunting.	 	 But,	 we	 are	
reminded	 that	 St.	 Jeanne	 Jugan	 had	 barely	 anything	 at	 all	when	
she	 picked	 up	 the	 blind	 homeless	 Ann	 Chauvin	 and	 brought	
her	 home	 to	 care	 for	 her.	 	 St.	 Jeanne	 Jugan	 trusted	 in	 St.	 Joseph	 and	 many	 benefactors	 to	
help	 her.	 	More	 than	 170	 years	 later,	 the	 Little	 Sisters	 of 	 the	 Poor	 are	 still	 trusting	 that	God	
will	 inspire	 others	 to	 assist	 us	 with	 generous	 donations.	 	 Is	 the	 Lord	 calling	 you	 to	 help	 us?		

You can send a donation in the enclosed envelope or  
go to our website - www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org and click on .




